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Day 1 - Light

Stewardship is a very broad subject.  You may get a sense of that if you regularly read this column.  Stewardship is about the use and care of everything that God has entrusted to us, the beings that He created in His own image.  God vested us with the authority and responsibility to rule over all that He made.  That, in essence, is where our broad stewardship mandate comes from.  To help us reflect on that awesome responsibility – our cultural mandate - I thought I would lead you through a series of seven reflections based on the days of creation as described in the book of Genesis.  I hope that you will enjoy this series.

“In the beginning…” well, you have got to start somewhere and it’s very human to think in terms of beginning and end.  God has no such limitations.  Neither does He have to start with something for He is able to create something out of nothing.  Humanly speaking, though, we are not able to do that.  In the beginning the earth was formless and empty and it was depicted as dark and deep, yet God was there!  He hovered over this primordial soup and on that first day of creation, God called for light.  Light came and overcame the darkness of night.  And so the first creation day ended with God pleased!

When we think of light, we think of the sun.  Yet on the first act of creation, God had not created the sun, the moon or the stars.  God created light which was contrasted sharply with darkness.  Was God the light himself?  It seems to me to be a foreshadow of what is described for our future in Revelation 22:5  “There will be no more night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.  And they will reign for ever and ever.”   In 1Timothy 6: 16b, God is described as living in “…in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see.  To Him be honor and might forever. Amen.”   The Apostle John records Jesus as declaring: “… I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” [John 8:12].  The light is associated with God – He created it and He gives it!

As you reflect on the vastness of what it means that God is our primary source of light and how Jesus says He is the light that overcomes eternal darkness – let its meaning sink in.  This is the light that overcomes darkness eternally.  Its meaning goes beyond just thinking of light simply as radiation that our eyes can detect and use to distinguish forms and images.  Sometimes we ought to listen to those who are physically blind to realize the depth of light that scripture is referring to.  It is not just about seeing an object but rather goes into the realm of life or death or the light of the resurrection and the darkness of sin.

God hovered over the chaos of an unformed earth and declared light.

How then are we to be stewards of this light?  We’re not just reflecting on how to be energy efficient or better users of the daytime for work (daylight savings time), rather this is about being stewards of the light that God has given within us.  It is very much about our witness, our ‘bearing of the light’ in our relationships with others.  It is about the ‘treasure in jars of clay’ that Paul describes in 2Corinthians 4:7-12.  This treasure is the very words of life – the light that we bring to a world lost in the darkness of sin.  Of this we are stewards because Jesus has entrusted this knowledge, this kingdom ministry to his disciples and therefore also to us his modern day disciples.

Did you know that wherever you go, you bear light?  Sometimes we hide it as the Sunday-School song goes:  “Hide it under a bushel, No!  I’m going to let it shine!”  As stewards of the light we need to show the light plainly, practically, wisely, and faithfully!  We are conveyers of brightness and can brighten anyone’s day. God will certainly hold us accountable for the ‘light of life’ that He has entrusted to us.  We have the full knowledge of salvation.  We get to go to the city that is light and doesn’t need the sun anymore!

Sometimes we walk as if we are in darkness.  We are gloomy and down on ourselves.  We may have legitimate reasons to be that way.  You need some light – true light, the light of Jesus. Ask for it - Jesus will provide.

Let us be good stewards of light – God’s light.  God created the light and He recreated life through Jesus death and resurrection.  We may live bearing this light and there’s no limit on what that light will do!

Stewardly Tip: Right Exposure.  Cameras have sensors that measure the light and are used to set the shutter opening and speed for proper exposure of an image on the film.  Similarly, in order for you to bear God’s image (and you are an image bearer of God) you need to have regular proper exposure to Him.  The disciplines of prayer, scripture reading, study and meditation, and worship are ways of opening your lens to God’s light.  Get the right exposure – regularly.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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