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Day 2 – Sky 

On the second day of creation, God took the steamy vapour and separated water from water.  The chaos and heat of an unformed earth was cooled so that water vapour cooled to form water that separated itself from the vapours above it.  This expanse contains the vapours of water, nitrogen, carbon dioxide and many other gases that form the atmosphere that we call sky.  Clouds of congregated water vapour form in our sky and are cooled again to drop water on the earth in a continuous water cycle.  This cycle is crucial to the life of all the plants and creatures that God would create on the next few days.

The sky and the water cycle are critical to our life support.  Each day scientists make new discoveries and collect data that records how human activity is impacting this cycle - the impact on our skies of air pollution, increased ozone levels, and even the effect of aircraft vapour trails.   Science, though still challenged and denied by many, is quite insistent that human activity is impacting our global climate.  Each year, the water cycle seems to be getting wilder; we see greater swings of famine and flood and expanding desertification, the reduction of polar ice-caps and glaciers, and increasing incidences of extreme weather (tornadoes and typhoons) and much flooding.  The melting icecaps cause rising sea levels, and, as the levels of carbon dioxide in our skies continue to rise, the melting and rising waters worsen.  The warming of our global climate has reduced the amount of water stored in the form of ice in the glaciers and icecaps.  As more ice melts it becomes part of the active water/weather cycle that we experience each day.  This may have both beneficial and negative impacts.

As image bearers of God, we are stewards of the sky.  No longer can we just exhaust things into the sky – polluting the air we need for life.  No longer should we allow oil wells to simply exhaust their ‘sour gases’ into the air, nor should we simply dissipate our waste by uncontrolled burning.  Nor should we allow our factories, vehicles and planes to contaminate the air we breathe.  The solution is not in accommodation (such as the donning of our own personal facemasks).   Rather, as Christians, we need to take our stewardship of the sky seriously, and become leaders in strategies that will clean up the air we breathe.  We need to strive for systems of transportation, industry and power consumption that honour the creation God has made.   We need to be leading the way by advocating for better stewardship of our skies – not simply by being critics but also by becoming active in developing solutions that work towards restoring a healthy atmosphere for all of God’s creatures.  

Due to the greater awareness of the impact of CO2 gas in our skies, new approaches to the use of coal are already being tested.  Consider the joint effort between the State of North Dakota and the Province of Saskatchewan where a coal gasification project pipes the CO2 to Saskatchewan where it is pumped into vast underground oil bearing layers instead of being simply being exhausted into the sky.   It is basically putting the carbon back from whence it came.   As Christians we need to be busy finding solutions that honour the systems that God put in place in this world.  We need to be in the business of restoration!  I personally believe that taking a ‘hands off’ approach is not the Christian steward’s way!

What can you do?  First of all, learn more and use your collective voice to advocate for ‘sky friendly’ solutions to our energy needs.  In places where water use is abused or misused (large scale mining, tar sands) pressurize industry to stop abusing water as a ‘free’ resource or the sky as an easy dumping ground for unwanted gaseous byproducts.  Advocate for better-integrated systems that take full responsibility for by-products, and then be willing to pay the extra cost to make it happen.  It also means making personal choices that reflect better and reduced water utilization – so that you do not contribute to the excesses prevalent today!   For instance, it could be as simple as buying an electric mower instead of a gas powered one (notoriously bad polluters).  Much has been done to clean up the air – mankind is making progress.  As Christian stewards let’s be leaders in encouraging better stewardship of our skies!

Stewardly Tip: Water Consumption.  Toilets that flush with less water, wash machines that clean with less water, low volume shower heads, washing the car at home ( using a mitt and a bucket of mild soapy water and then rinse) and percolation garden watering are just some of the measures available to reduce water usage.  Water is a precious resource - even in Canada where we have plenty!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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