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Day 3 – Land

The third in the series ”Seven reflections based on the days of creation”:
On the third day of creation, God gathered the water and formed seas and oceans, separating the land from the water.  And then He ordered that all kinds of vegetation appear, especially vegetation that bore seeds and fruit.  God created and declared that is was good!  It provided the basis for animal life that followed.

Our lives and all the animals depend on the productivity of soil, water and light for our existence.  Our land is precious, however, you wouldn’t think so considering the way we treat it!   Some of the most productive farmland in Canada has been paved over as our cities, highways and industries continue to sprawl.   Even the land that is in production is often abused – mined of its nutrients and contaminated with chemicals – as modern mechanized mono-cultural cropping prevails.  Forests continue to be chopped down (consider the Amazon Basin) and land is being cleared in very sensitive areas in the world with devastating impact on wildlife habitats.  Each year the deserts in Africa take over more of the marginal grazing land.  Our record in Canada is one of land abuse too, mining to extract resources so we can make a profit now with less thought about stewardship.  

When God entrusted mankind with the mandate to use and care for his creation, God expected better.  God has the long-term in mind.  He has a stewardship mindset and we will be held accountable for the way we care for this garden Earth!  

If you spend some time reading and studying scripture (especially Leviticus 25) and reflect on some of the laws that God through Moses set in place while the people of Israel were still in the desert, you can’t help but notice God’s stewardly design that permeates through it all.   He clearly laid out how his people were to treat land.  In fact, he clearly indicated that He retains the land and assigns it to the Israelites – it cannot be sold but only the value of its produce can.  The land is an inheritance for the family to whom it was given and must return to the rightful owner in the year of jubilee.  

God called his people to observe a Jubilee every seven years and give the land rest.  Israelites were not to cultivate in the year of Jubilee.  Even today, some of the fundamentals of good land stewardship are based on sound Biblical principles for land care.  Christian farmers today who are committed to caring stewardship practice fallow periods, crop rotations, green and regular manuring that provides a recharge of organic matter to the soil.  Such practices serve to sustain the productive potential of the land. However, these practices require an integration of livestock and field crops.  The move away from diversified farm operations has made it almost impossible or uneconomic for cash croppers to be able to provide a good recharge of organic matter to the soil.  Those who fork out the extra cost to do so are at a disadvantage with farmers who don’t care to invest in these good practices – at least in the short term.  There are costs to good land stewardship but there are also long-term benefits!

In Africa along the fringes of the Sahara desert, tree nursery programs by organizations like CRWRC strive to re-establish trees while providing work for unemployed or underemployed people.   Decades of cutting trees and overgrazing has a terrible price and has made many areas of Africa vulnerable and marginally habitable as temperatures soar and droughts become common place.   Agro-forestry, the blend of agriculture and forestry, holds the most promise to change the situation.  Agriculture and Forestry must work together to restore a more favourable microclimate to facilitate a healthy water/transpiration cycle for both food production and human habitation.

Our land is a precious and limited resource - even in Canada.  In Ontario, organizations such as the Ontario Farmland Trust [http://www.farmland.uoguelph.ca/oft/oft.htm] strive to keep good farmland in Ontario in agriculture.  It’s a battle.  So many other factors work against keeping good land in agriculture.  Cities demand more space and agricultural land is cheap.  Many farmers are near retirement and fewer young men and women want to pursue farming as a career.  New factories like Toyota in Woodstock are attracted to farmland near the 401 corridor.  The land is cheap for development but too expensive for farming as the returns have not been there to cover the cost (recent increased prices for grains are offering some hope).  The prospect of selling a good farm to a speculator for development versus a commitment to keep the farm in agriculture by way of an easement (arranged through the Ontario Farmland Trust) usually results in a lower farm-selling price.  Many are not willing to make that sacrifice – after all it’s their retirement saving fund!  

Land: God entrusted it to us to work it and care for it as in Genesis 1: 15:

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.”

Let’s do our part!

Stewardly Tip: Soil Care.  Planting trees, composting scraps and leaves, digging in manure and compost into our gardens, mulching grass clippings and holding back the chemicals are all ways that we can be better stewards of the land under our immediate care.  Don’t have any manure or enough compost?  Visit a farm and ask for some and when you do encourage his/her land stewardship – a farmer has a special stewardship responsibility.  Dig in the nutrients and put them where they’ll do the most good.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 

Next issue: Day 4 – Hanging Lamps


