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Day 4 – Hanging Lamps

The fourth in the series ”Seven reflections based on the days of creation”:
On the fourth day God gave the order:  “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years…God made two great lights…He also made the stars. [from Genesis 1: 14-16].  On this creation day God specifically created these light sources and set up the day and night cycle that we are so accustomed to.  By ‘hanging’ these lights and establishing their movements, God set in place the means by which we are able to measure time and navigate our travel by understanding of the position of the stars.

As creatures restricted by time and space God’s provision of ‘hanging lamps’ in the sky serves to remind us of our human limitations.  For instance, we need a cycle of work and rest.  When we travel somewhere we have to put in the time and effort to overcome the distance.  Also, our life span is fixed by a period of time.  Compare us to the angels who do not have these limitations of time and distance.  They move about freely and without a trace, as time or space does not seem to limit them.  Do they, like us need rest?  I don’t know, however, the new city that God is making ready for us when Jesus returns does not have night as Revelations 21:25b says “…there will be no night there.” 
God created these time and space limitations and put them in place prior to creating all the world’s creatures and mankind.  It is the context in which we live each day, but it’s not something that we ought to be concerned or complain about.  Sure, sometimes it is very difficult for us to accept our limitations.  And, yes it is difficult to grow older graciously.  And space, well yes it is frustrating to be stuck in one place when we want to be at another – maybe because of heavy traffic or bad weather.   We are often in a rush and find ourselves banging against these limitations.  Our “mad running about” trying to make up for ‘lost time’ is a sure indicator of how sin and death has spoiled creation, tainting it from what God created and deflecting it from the purposes for which He created it.  Consider how God took pleasure at the end of each creation day and said it was good.  Consider how God enjoyed walking with Adam and Eve in that first garden.  There was no need to rush or precisely track time.  I am sure that everyone enjoyed each other’s company even more than we might today enjoy the company of a faithful companion and/or a pet.  

When we look up and see the sun, moon, stars and planets and are overwhelmed by the vastness, we are looking at evidence of a creative God whose creation of the universe stretches our minds.  As science finds ways to explore deeper and measure space more accurately, the distances, the size of the numbers and the vastness pushes boggles our minds.   Awesome, awesome. is all that we can say.  Take some time to look up and let your mind get blown away.  Revel in the vastness and our own smallness.  And then, just think, that this God who created all this cares about us!  He is the one that put each object in the sky in place.   Who are we to even try to put limits on God by measuring what we see?

Those who study the universe with increasingly powerful telescopes have a front row seat.  In terms of stewardship though, if it doesn’t lead to an acknowledgment or praise to God, the study bears little value.  Astronomers and others who invest their time in its study can help us appreciate the creative hand of God, but they can also waste it in an elusive and speculative search for the beginning of time – the big bang.  Study – but give credit where credit is due!  

The sun, moon and stars – daily reminders of an awesome God!  As stewards of the time God gives us let us invest in worship and getting to know Him.  I believe it’s what God wants too!

Stewardly Tip: Look up.  This summer when vacationing with your children or grandchildren, on a dark night find a secure and flat spot (away from light pollution) and spread out some blankets/mats.  Lay down on them on your back with your heads close together in the middle and your legs spread out.  Turn off all flashlights and lights.  Look up and ask your child/grandchild to be still for just a little while as you look up and take in what you see.  After some time invite them to react – what do you see? - How does it make you feel - What comes to mind?  Let them be awed by the vastness and the wonder of what God has done.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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