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Day 6 - Humankind

The sixth in the series ”Seven reflections based on the days of creation”:
On the sixth day of creation after he had finished creating all creatures, God said: “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’”  [Gen. 1:26]

The creative hand of God on the sixth day brings the creative acts of God to a crescendo.   Mankind is the final act – the last wave of God’s creative hand.

Consider how God creates mankind.  God the master architect/engineer uses His own image or likeness as the template.  We are modeled after God.  Equally amazing is the purpose for which He creates us – we are to rule over essentially everything on earth!   In both considerations, I’m blown away by God’s choices!  He has created the world, its creatures and resources and then basically says – now I am going to create mankind in my image and make them to be the managers of the world that I’ve made.  

Did you ever inherit something?  Maybe it’s not worth much but it means a lot to you.  Or it could be as big as taking over the family business or farm.  Consider how Israel was promised by and eventually received from God the ‘Promised Land’ with all its resources – its villages and towns, its fields and farms, etc.  Did you deserve to receive an inheritance or did Israel deserve to receive the Promised Land?   Yet, God invests in us and does entrust his people individually with resources (some more than others) and corporately we are entrusted to manage this world’s resources!

Reread the text above again and notice the use of ‘us’ and ‘our’ language that refers to God in plural form.   God is one in three, Father, Son and Holy Spirit in perfect unity – God is a God of relationships and He models it perfectly.  God wants us to be in relationship with Him.  We are the culmination of His creative hand.  God is sensitive to relationships.  Later in Genesis we read how God had placed Adam in the Garden of Eden and God noticed that Adam was alone.  So God created Eve and gave her to Adam to be one with him.  And God himself would regularly come and visit with them – walking in the garden during the ‘cool of the day’ [Gen. 3:8b].   God desires to be close to us.  That is why sin is so devastating to us and to Him.

Simon and Garfunkel popularized a song that contrasts sharply with what I believe God meant when He created man.  It also is indicative of the alienation from God that is happening in our society.  Here are the complete lyrics of that song courtesy of www.lyricsfreak.com:
A winters day/ In a deep and dark December; / I am alone,/ Gazing from my window to the streets below/On a freshly fallen silent shroud of snow./ I am a rock,/ I am an island.


I’ve built walls,/ A fortress deep and mighty, /That none may penetrate./ I have no need of friendship; /friendship causes pain./ Its laughter and its loving I disdain./ I am a rock,/ I am an island.

Don’t talk of love,/ But I’ve heard the words before;/ It’s sleeping in my memory./ I won’t disturb the slumber of feelings that have died./ If I never loved I never would have cried./ I am a rock,
I am an island.

I have my books/ And my poetry to protect me;/ I am shielded in my armor,/ Hiding in my room, safe within my womb./ I touch no one and no one touches me./ I am a rock,/ I am an island.

And a rock feels no pain;/ And an island never cries.

God did not create us to be ‘rocks’, to be alone and devoid of emotion.  We touch, we feel pain and we love.  Rather, God created us to be in communion with each other and Him.  We do ourselves wrong by building walls to keep God out!   Consider how Jesus instituted the Lord’s supper to serve as a very visible reminder of God’s desire to commune with us.  When Christ left, he promised his disciples they would not be left alone and so on Pentecost He sent the Holy Spirit.  It is a down payment of what is to come.  The Bible even speaks of marriage in its finest form as a model of the marriage of Jesus and the Church triumphant.

God created mankind in His own image: an image of relationship of one God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We are meant to be in relationship with God and neighbour as summarized in the summary of the great commandments.  

At the end of the sixth day: “God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.” [Gen. 1: 31a] 


Stewardly Tip: Human Resources.  Whether you are a director or manager, a foreman, a lead hand, chairperson, committee chair, a team leader, a teacher or other position of authority over others, consider how you encourage those under your leadership.  People need to be affirmed and respected even when corrected and directed.  Sometimes we are more caring stewards of our possessions than we are of our “people” resources.  It seems to me that our Pastors receive much criticism that is not helpful or respectful.  Helpful criticism is done with love, integrity and a great deal of care, respect and affirmation.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 

Next issue: Day 7 - Sabbath

