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Managing Caesar

Taxes – said to be one of the certainties of life!  Few people like paying taxes, but if you pay them you are likely among those who have been blessed with employment.  In “managing Caesar”, it’s about paying what’s just and fair.

When asked about paying taxes Jesus held up a coin and made the remark “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s” [Mark 12: 17].  Jesus indicated that the coin was clearly marked with Caesar’s image.  Similarly our money has an image of the Queen, marked by the Bank of Canada.  Money is a manmade invention that facilitates trade.   With money I can buy time (wages for trades people who work for me), talents (architects to design my home or entertainment) and stuff (possessions, land, etc.).   In church we use it for our giving/tithing for Kingdom work.  

Most of the money I earn I use for my family, and myself but only after our Caesars (Harper and McGuinty) take their cut through payroll deductions.  We can “manage Caesar” to maximize what we keep by reducing what Caesar gets, as in the following examples:

· Donations: get a charitable donation tax receipt so that Caesar (the CRA) subsidizes your donation!

· RRSPs: shelter some of your income for your retirement so that Caesar will have to wait or might not get anything at all from what you save!

· Charitable Gift Annuities: a means to allow you to support your favourite charity with a gift and enjoy an excellent (and tax-free or low tax) income for life.  Caesar will get substantially less as well.

· Charitable Bequests in your will can offset taxes due from your Estate.

· Charitable Beneficiaries for your RRSP or RRIF - just signing a form can make your favourite charity or CSS a beneficiary -no probate fees and an offset to taxes.

· Appreciated Securities: donate them directly (don’t cash them out)  and pay no capital gains tax

· Professionals can save you money - use them to address ‘capital gains’ issues to minimize Caesar’s cut.  

These are just a few things that a steward can do to ensure that Caesar only gets what he is entitled to, AND your capacity for Kingdom giving will be enhanced.

Stewardly Tip: Exit Sign Power Saver.  All public buildings are required to have permanently illuminated exit signs.  Typically, each sign is illuminated by two15 watt bulbs which over the year consumes 262 kWh of electricity which at the rate of $0.11 per KWh is $28.91 per year.  By swapping the old bulbs for new LED bulbs designed for this application (at a cost of about $10 per bulb) you can cut the operating cost to $1.93 of electricity per year.  The bulbs pay for themselves in the 1st year and have a rated life of over 100,000 hours (over 10 years)!  Now imagine if all exit signs in Canada were to be switched over – what a saving in energy!  Thanks to Dr. Henry Brouwer of Redeemer University College for this tip!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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