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Tight-fisted Stewardship

Sometimes I wonder if we take the stewardship of our “stuff” too seriously.  We become overprotective and maybe even selfish with the assets that have been entrusted to us by God (some will say they have earned it).  It reminds me of a character in the parable of the talents -the servant who stakes out a secret place and digs a hole to bury some money.

Someone I know is very generous with his large 11-passenger van.  Whenever the youth of his church are planning to go on “Serve” project anywhere in North America – frequently it is his van that takes them there.   There’s risk involved, yet, it seems year after year his van is ‘serving’ somewhere.  On rare occasions he goes along too – but most of the time his van goes without him!   And so far it has always come back without incident.  When I ask him about the risk, he accepts it and says – “I couldn’t find a more satisfying use for that vehicle”.  God has blessed him and he in turn blesses ministry.

Going back to the parable of the talents…  The master entrusts his servants with various large sums of money in keeping with what he thinks each one is capable of handling responsibly.  To the listeners of the day, a talent was worth a lot of money (the NIV footnote says it’s worth at least $1000).  The parable, as recorded for us, doesn’t tell us whether the master gave any prior instructions to his servants.  When he returns we learn that the master was looking for a return, much like any employer in business needs to make money on the work of the employees he hires.  Whether instructed or not, I do think that all three servants saw this as a test of their ‘stewardship’.  The servants who were entrusted with five and two talents did not hesitate, and decided to put their money to work.  They made plans and invested their capital (put it at risk) in order to get a return.  They modeled the pattern of their master who (according to the servant with the one talent) was a shrewd business manager.  However, the servant with the one talent wasn’t going to take a chance on losing the money, so he hoarded it and kept it in a secret place – not even trusting the bankers.  

God invested in Noah, in Abraham, in Israel and still invests in Christians today.   In the same way God invests in us and has entrusted us with the keys to the kingdom.  God continues to enable and resource us if we but seek first His Kingdom.  However, too often I see us as tightfisted – clinging to our assets too tightly – not willing to take risks.   We take on the posture of the one-talented servant and are not willing to risk what God has entrusted to us for his Kingdom purposes.  We place our security too much on the ‘created stuff’ and not enough on the faithful provision of the Creator – and we excuse ourselves by saying we have to be responsible!  

The one-talented servant was afraid of what might happen if he loses the master’s money.  Doing business, investing money and investing in people is risky.  In kingdom ministry it’s about investing in relationships with believers and non-believers alike, and that is risky.  Yet, it is something we must do – with God’s help.  Like the master who went away (he wasn’t available for consultation – no cell phones!), Jesus also left.  Like the master, we know Jesus will return again and that there will be a day of reckoning.  However, there is one key and important difference between the parable and us: we are not left alone.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit.  He is like an internal ‘cell phone’.  With the Holy Spirit’s guidance we can risk – lending that van to a ‘Serve’ team; inviting strangers into our homes; investing time in relationships with non-believers – and much more.

Let’s be responsible yet willing to risk assets for God’s great Kingdom enterprise.  Find ways of investing yourself and your assets in the Kingdom.  Avoid burying too much into your home, fancy vacations and in large financial investment portfolios that tie up resources that could have been used for the Kingdom now. Trust that God will bless your efforts when you invest your time, talents and treasures in His Kingdom enterprise.

Stewardly Tip: Loosen Up.  It helps to know that all we have is God’s.  We want to be responsible, but I must also be willing to follow the inclination or spiritual nod to do something or give something – not just excuse it away as irresponsible or undeserving to the person you might help.  Better to risk an act of kindness than not – when the ‘spirit’ nudges you.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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